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THE APOLOGIES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM  
THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS 

 
The Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) is the academic organisation in the 
UK for general practitioners. Its aim is to encourage and maintain the highest standards 
of general medical practice and act as the ‘voice’ of general practitioners on education, 
training and issues around standards of care for patients. 
  
The College in Scotland came into existence in 1953 (one year after the UK College), 
when a Scottish Council was created to take forward the College’s interests within the 
Scottish Health Service.  We currently represent over 5100 GP members and 
Associates in Training throughout Scotland. In addition to a base in Edinburgh, the 
College in Scotland is represented through five regional faculty offices in Edinburgh, 
Aberdeen, Inverness, Dundee and Glasgow. 
 
Consultation 

1. Did you take part in any consultation exercise preceding the Bill and, if so, did 
you comment on the financial assumptions made?  

RCGP Scotland submitted a response to the consultation on this Bill in 2012 but no 
reference was made to financial implications. 

2. If applicable, do you believe your comments on the financial assumptions have 
been accurately reflected in the FM?  

n/a 

3. Did you have sufficient time to contribute to the consultation exercise? 

Costs 

4. If the Bill has any financial implications for your organisation, do you believe 
that they have been accurately reflected in the FM? If not, please provide details. 

RCGP Scotland does not anticipate financial implications to its members resulting from 
this Bill but accepts the quoted supporting evidence that suggests a reduction in 
litigation costs. 

5. Do you consider that the estimated costs and savings set out in the FM are 
reasonable and accurate? 

As the Bill is not able to forecast with certainty, it is not considered appropriate to 
provide comment on this. 
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6. If applicable, are you content that your organisation can meet any financial 
costs that it might incur as a result of the Bill? If not, how do you think these 
costs should be met?  

n/a 

7. Does the FM accurately reflect the margins of uncertainty associated with the 
Bill’s estimated costs and with the timescales over which they would be expected 
to arise? 

Yes 

Wider Issues 

8. Do you believe that the FM reasonably captures any costs associated with the 
Bill? If not, which other costs might be incurred and by whom? 

Appropriate uncertainty is reflected in the Bill. 

9. Do you believe that there may be future costs associated with the Bill, for 
example through subordinate legislation? If so, is it possible to quantify these 
costs? 

 We do not anticipate future costs relevant to RCGP Scotland. 
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